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Dear Catholic School Supporter, Donate Now

Thank you for the 4.9 million ways you've supported Catholic education! 
The families of over 2,800 students are receiving the good news this week that $4.9 million in
tuition assistance funds will be supporting them in 2022-23.  It's an incredible blessing that
our 1,099 donors in 2021 were able to generously pay it forward to help keep the dream of
Catholic education alive for families with need.  Thank you, Our Faith STO donors!

Additional STO funds will be distributed later this summer for families who missed the April
15th Round 1 application deadline.  If you are a family who missed that deadline, please
apply by July 1st for a chance at  Round 2 assistance to be distributed on Aug. 1st.  The Our
Faith STO endeavors to distribute all the allocated tuition funds raised in 2021 in time to
impact the lives of families for the 2022-23 school year. 

Congratulations Graduates; as the school year
draws to a close, we wish to celebrate the accomplishment
of all our Catholic school graduates, high school or
otherwise.  We pray that the grace and love of Jesus felt
within the walls of our schools will strengthen you on the
next leg of your journey.  God bless you all!

More '22 Tax Credits provide the opportunity for
even greater support. In 2022 the 12 Iowa STOs will
be receiving $20 million in 75% state income tax credits, an
increase from $15 million in 2021. The Our Faith STO will
see an increase of $1.2 million in tax credits. Ultimately this
provides our STO the opportunity to raise $7 million for
tuition assistance! Although support has been strong this
year, our fundraising momentum will need to grow to reach

this higher goal. Please consider pledging or donating today while helping yourself to a
75% Iowa tax credit.  

Make your Pledge!

How will the new Iowa Tax Reform Law impact
the STO?  In 2022 the new tax law should not affect the
STO, but between 2023 and 2026, the Iowa state income
tax rate will stairstep down to a 3.9% flat rate.  Currently,
the top Iowa tax rate is 8.53%.  The impact on the STOs
could be significant as larger contributors may donate less
to minimize their Iowa income tax liability.  However, with
the lower tax liability, more and more donors may be able to
"step up" giving to eliminate their entire income tax bill. 

In 2023 Iowa retirees will also not be taxed on income received from their retirement funds. 
Some of our donors are retired and choose to contribute using their required minimum
distribution, avoiding the income tax they'd typically pay on those withdrawals.  Ultimately
we're blessed because most of our donors give first to the STO because of their commitment
to Catholic education and secondarily because of the tax credit.  As more information
becomes available on the new tax law, we encourage you to consult your tax professional to
determine its impact on your charitable giving.

Thank You, Kim Hermsen, for your service as
Superintendent! On June 30th Kim Hermsen will be
stepping aside as Superintendent of our schools to take on
a new role as the Archdiocesan Director of Pastoral
Planning and Leadership Development. Cathy Walz who
previously served as Associate Superintendent and has
over 20 years of experience in Catholic education will follow
in her footsteps. Thank you, Kim, for your caring leadership
of our school system and Cathy for your commitment to
guiding our schools into the future.

It is with great hope that we mark the end of this school
year, and I'd like to thank all of you for making my first full
year as Director of the Our Faith STO rewarding.  It's a

blessing to guide this organization in support of our Catholic schools, and Catholic school
families.  If you ever have any questions, or suggestions regarding the STO, please feel free
to reach me at 563-556-2580 x296 or b.zeman@dbqarch .org

Take Care, and God Bless!

Why do I teach in a Catholic School?

Karen McDermott 
Aquin Catholic- Cascade 

1st grade 
34 years teaching at
Aquin and St. Pat's

Anamosa

Why do I choose to teach in a Catholic school:  I
believe many factors led me to teach at a Catholic school.
My parents felt very strongly about Catholic education.
They both sacrificed many years of work to ensure that
all seven of their children could receive a Catholic
education. After attending Catholic school, I chose to
continue my Catholic education at Mount Mercy College.
After graduating, I interviewed at a Catholic elementary
school and accepted the position. I quickly found out that
I had a love for teaching in a Catholic school because I
was not only educating children, but also, guiding them
to grow and strengthen their relationship with God.

How has God affirmed that I've made the right
choice:  My decision to teach in a Catholic school is
reaffirmed daily. I love starting the day with morning
prayers and allowing my students to offer their special
intentions. It is comforting to pray for the people and
things that are most important to my students. I am
grateful to work for a school that provides our students
with different service opportunities and helps them follow
the example of Jesus. These projects teach our students
the important lessons of empathy and compassion.
Attending school Mass once a week as a school
community is one of my favorite parts of teaching in a
Catholic school. This brings everyone together to
celebrate and worship God. Teaching my students the
different church seasons (Advent, Christmas, Lent, and
Easter) also reaffirms my decision. When my students
learn the reason behind the different seasons I see their
excitement leading up to the holidays, making these
special times meaningful for them and me. 

Family Bio:  I have been teaching in Catholic schools
for 34 years. I spent 11 years at Saint Patrick's in
Anamosa and 23 years at Aquin Elementary. During those
years I taught both kindergarten and first grade. My
husband Ken and I have been married for 27 years. We
have two children; Megan (26) and Justin (24). Megan
works in the digital marketing field and Justin works in
the theater industry.

Quotes from '22-'23 Tuition Assistance applicants on the 
importance of theSTO

"I switched my daughter to Catholic School last year and have noticed she is a lot happier. She is
more comfortable and able to focus better on her academics. We love the atmosphere and people.
Without this (tuition assistance) she would not be able to continue next year." 

"I am a single mom with 3 children in the home and 1 additional child living on her own. With the
economy as it is, it's costing more to support my kids this year and I'm feeling the financial stress.
Any amount of contribution provided will be appreciated. My children and I love our school not only
for the religious aspect, but also for the family-oriented feeling and support for the kids spiritually,
academically, and especially emotionally. It is their second home. Thank you for your consideration."

For more information on the Our Faith STO, please contact:
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